






Who Are My Legislators?

www.oklegislature.gov/

FindMyLegislature.aspx

http://www.oklegislature.gov/FindMyLegislature.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/FindMyLegislature.aspx


OAEC App

Search in the app store for Oklahoma 
Legislative Guide or OKLA 59



60th Oklahoma Legislature

New Leadership in the House and the 

Senate
• Kyle Hilbert, Speaker of the House (youngest 

Speaker in Oklahoma history)

• Anthony Moore, Speaker Pro Tem

• Josh West, Floor Leader

• Trey Caldwell, House Appropriations Chairman

• John Kane, House Appropriations Vice Chairman

• Lonnie Paxton, Senate President Pro Tempore

• Julie Daniels, Majority Floor Leader

• Chuck Hall, Appropriations Chairman

• John Haste, Appropriations Vice Chairman

• Julia Kirt, Minority Leader



60th Oklahoma Legislature
• 16 New Members of the House

• Significant change to the House committee 

structure

• House committees will now have a two-

tiered structure with committees and 

oversight committees

• Speaker Hilbert says this will allow 

legislation to be more thoroughly vetted and 

deliberated at the committee level before 

bills reach the floor 

• The process will now be similar on the policy 

side as to how the committees are currently 

structured for appropriations – “Doubly 

Assigned”



60th Oklahoma Legislature

• County and Municipal Government is 

under Government Oversight

• County and Municipal Government

• Chair – Rep. Eddy Dempsey, R-Valliant

• Vice Chair – Rep. Mike Kelley, R-Yukon

• Government Oversight

• Chair – Rep. Kevin West, R-Moore

• Vice Chair – Rep. Neil Hays, R-Checotah



60th Oklahoma Legislature
• 14 New Members in the Senate

• One vacancy – Senator Roger Thompson 

resigned, seat may not be filled until after May 

13th

• Senate Leadership – Lonnie Paxton won the Pro 

Tem race by one vote (20-19)

• General Government is now Local and County 

Government

• Sen. Warren Hamilton, R-McCurtain, Chair

• Sen. George Burns, R-Pollard, Vice Chair

• Finance is now Revenue and Taxation

• Senator Dave Rader, R-Tulsa, Chair

• Senator Dusty Deevers, R-Elgin, Vice Chair



2025 OML Legislative Priorities

• Open Records Reform

• Delinquent Tax Sale 

Changes

• Sanitary Sewer Reform

• Sale for Resale Changes

• Sales Tax on Car Wash 

Memberships



Action Alerts



The Advocate



www.oml.org

http://www.oml.org/


1 2 3

4
5

6

OML Regional Councils

• Advisory Board to the OML BoD
• Requires Legislative Participation
• Must get approval from your Council
• Must be able to travel at least 4 times a year

Not Required
• Serve on a sub-committee
• Serve in a leadership position
• Participate in OML Events





The Future of Municipal Revenue



The Road is Difficult



Years 1 -2    Educating Ourselves

Years 2-3    Educating the Legislature/Public

Years 3-5    Implementation 



If We Don’t Act Soon the Legislature will Bankrupt the State

Elimination of the State’s portion of the grocery sales tax

The Governor has traveled the state touting that he saved
Oklahomans $800 a year in grocery sales tax.

Is he right?

Let’s break it down:
 A Family would have to spend $17,800 a year on the small list of actual items that are exempt. 

That is $342 a week. Using his numbers that is a family making over $600,000 annually. 

The annual average salary of Oklahomans is roughly $40,000. 
Using the Governor’s same percentages, this family will save around $125 a year. The average 

Oklahoma saves about $2.40 a week with the grocery sales tax cut. 



Elimination of the State Grocery Sales Tax Cost the Oklahoma Budget 
$418,000,000

2024 Municipal & School Bond Elections
$500M

Sales Tax Exemptions
<$200,000,000



Characteristics of an Effective Tax System

A good tax system should meet five basic conditions: fairness, adequacy, simplicity, transparency, and administrative ease.

1. Fairness, or equity, means that everybody should pay a fair share of taxes. 

2. Adequacy means that taxes must provide enough revenue to meet the basic needs of society. 

3. Simplicity  A simpler tax system helps taxpayers better understand the system and reduces the costs of compliance.

4. Transparency taxpayers and leaders can easily find information about the tax system and how tax money is used

5. Administrative ease means that the tax system is not too complicated or costly for either taxpayers or tax collectors. 

Start with the Basics



Texas Municipal Tax Structure

41% Property Tax
29% Sales Tax

30% Fines, Fees and Utilities

Property Tax Does not Require a vote of the people. Councils must 
simply adopt by ordinance by September 30 of each year.

Legislature Doesn’t Like it. 

Sales Tax Increases Require a Vote of the People.
Capped at 2%



Oklahoma’s state and local tax levels have shown a consistent downward trend since the late 
1990s. Taxes were about $10 for every $100 in income we earned in 1998. The 2014 and 
2016 levels of $7.91 and $8.09 per $100 respectively, reached a historic low going back to at 
least 1977, according to data reported by the Tax Policy Center. Now that number is $7.70 in 
Oklahoma.

We Can Afford It



Municipal Tax Collected by the Tax Commission during the 2024 fiscal year 

totaled City use tax collections totaled $406,388,231.07

$2.9Billion

Municipal Tax Collected by the Tax Commission during the 2012 fiscal year totaled 

$1,652,875,510.53 and City use tax collections totaled $126,193,207.46

$1.8Billion



Disturbing Fact

Oklahoma spent 
more money on 

schools in 2012 than 
municipalities. 

Total Enrollment
673,190

Population
3.8M

$5.5B $5.7B



School Revenue increased from $5.7 to $9.5
 Student enrollment was 701,066 

The per-student expenditure $13,605

Municipal Sales Tax increase from $1.8 to $2.9
4 Million Population

2012 to 2024
Education vs Municipal



What’s the Answer?



I Don’t Know

We Will Find Out Together



Enhanced 
Sales 
Tax

Property
Tax

Combination 
Sales/Property 

Tax

Municipal 
Income

Tax

Gross
Production

Gas Tax

There are Options We Need to Figure Out
What is Best for Oklahoma

Use 
Tax

Services



Memberships
Gyms

Tanning Salons
Country Clubs

Why Not Car Wash Memberships?

Thank You Mayor Roger Godwin & City Economics



OML Municipal Liaison Board to the Oklahoma Tax Commission

Formed by the OML Board of Directors in April 2010 to further the 
League’s on-going efforts to increase municipal revenues. The 

purpose of the Liaison Board is to identify problems with the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission (OTC) involving sales and use tax 

collections and enforcement; the Independent Auditor Program 

as well as accountability by OTC for the retainage paid by 
municipalities for enforcement of their sales tax ordinances. 

The Board is comprised of officials with strong municipal finance 

backgrounds. 

HB 1875



Liaison 
Board

Special 
Committee

Regional 
Council

Sub Committees

Legislative 
Committee

OML
Board



Oklahoma Municipalities need a revenue and tax 
structure that meets the basic principles of 

fairness, adequacy, simplicity, transparency, and 
administrative ease. A system that meets the 

basic needs of Oklahomans with an emphasis on 
affordability and maximization of dollars 

generated. Our system should give municipalities 
the ability to invest in the quality of life of the 

people we represent. 



It’s Time to Get Involved!

This Effort will Unify Municipal Government

It Will Take All of Our Voices

Take Aways
• Start Learning Now

• Join Your Regional Council
• Be An Advocate for All Municipalities



Presentation OML Regional Council Page OML Calendar of Events
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